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BORA ARCHITECTS AND ENNEAD ARCHITECTS REVEAL DESIGNS FOR  

THE PHIL AND PENNY KNIGHT CAMPUS  

FOR ACCELERATING SCIENTIFIC IMPACT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 

October 30, 2017—New York-based Ennead Architects and Portland-based Bora Architects have 

revealed the designs for the much-anticipated Phil and Penny Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific 

Impact, which is poised to transform the University of Oregon with an ambitious new effort to rethink 

science education and innovation. The Knight Campus is made possible by a $500 million lead gift from 

Penny and Phil Knight, co-founder of Nike, who earned a business degree at the UO in 1959. The $1 

billion project is also supported with $50 million in state bonds. The ambitious effort aspires to 

dramatically shorten the timeline between discovery and societal impact through world-class research, 

training and entrepreneurship in a nimble scientific enterprise. Groundbreaking is scheduled for February 

2018 on the $225-million, 160,000-square-foot first phase designed by Bora | Ennead, with an anticipated 

opening date in early 2020. Design partner Todd Schliemann and Management partner Don Weinreich 

lead the Ennead team and John O’Toole and Tom Bauer lead the Bora team.  

The Bora | Ennead partnership is a strategic alliance of two firms, both of which are award-winning 

designers of academic and research buildings. Experienced in innovative research environments, both 

firms believe in the power of human-centered architecture to invigorate scientific communities in search of 

new discoveries and have a history of creating visionary and high-performing architecture in university 



environments, like those at University of Michigan, Stanford and the University of Texas at Austin. 

Ennead is responsible for the Knight Campus design, and Bora, as the Architect-of-Record, will be 

responsible for overall project management and execution.  

“We set out to design a campus around the very interdisciplinary ideals that have helped drive the 

University of Oregon’s success,” said Todd Schliemann of Ennead, the lead designer for the project. “This 

design beautifully illustrates that identity by not only reflecting the UO’s past, but by illuminating a future of 

inspiring science.”   

“It’s rare for a design to mean as much to an entire community as it does to the people who use it every 

day,” said John O’Toole, of Bora, the architect overseeing the project. “These Knight Campus designs 

represent so much more than a building. They symbolize the future of research, of a university and of a 

state.”  

The Bora | Ennead design for the first phase of the Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific Impact 

reflects and enhances the university’s forward-thinking mission, establishing an iconic identity for the new 

endeavor meant to inspire the next generation of innovators. The design features two L-shaped towers 

that face each other to cradle an elevated terrace and courtyard and are joined above by a transparent 

connector. On the southern façade, a skin of folded glass panels emulates water cascading over rock 

formations and provides shading for the building’s interior. Counterbalancing the activity of the public 

facing façade, the northern sides of the two towers, which fold into the courtyard and terrace, embrace 

simplicity in an unadorned glass curtain wall system that reveals the building structure. The design 

emphasizes transparency – exposing the impact of science to the community. 

The exterior terrace is protected from rainfall by a lightweight, translucent canopy whose pattern hints at 

the triangulated cascading façade. At the ground floor level, glass storefronts under deep overhangs 

invite passers-by to approach, while at each of the main entry points, embossed stainless steel walls 

reflect light from adjacent water features, referencing the nearby Willamette River. 

On each floor there are four research neighborhoods organized around a central courtyard. Double height 

research floors allow for a floating faculty office mezzanine, offering an opportunity for greater 

interdisciplinary exchange. Inviting spaces will encourage collaboration among researchers from a wide 

variety of scientific fields. The building program is intended to be hyper-flexible so that research groups 

can shift focus depending on where discoveries lead, and will include innovation spaces, collaborative 

spaces, core labs, research labs and work areas.  

Situated between busy Franklin Boulevard and Eugene’s historic Millrace, this expansion creates strong 

ties with the existing campus through geometric alignment with the campus grid, while establishing a 

progressive aesthetic sensibility for the new precinct. 

Central to the Knight Campus design is an enclosed pedestrian bridge across Franklin Boulevard, 

connecting the core campus to the new district, making an elegantly impactful announcement of the 

campus to those passing by. An arched butterfly design, the bridge is a self-supporting spanning element 

that is simple, light and symmetrical. It features two splayed arches springing from a common support 

point on each side of the boulevard and uses tension cables to support the bridge enclosure at its floor 

structure. 

“With these designs, our ambitious vision for the Knight Campus is a step closer to becoming a reality,” 

said University of Oregon President Michael Schill. “We are creating a place that will incubate genius, 

curiosity and ideas, where researchers from a variety of disciplines will come together to forge lasting 

impact on the world.” 

About the Knight Campus 

The University of Oregon's Phil and Penny Knight Campus for Accelerating Scientific Impact is an 

ambitious $1 billion initiative to fast-track scientific discoveries into innovations that improve quality of life 

https://accelerate.uoregon.edu/


for people in Oregon, the nation, and the world. The Knight Campus will work to reshape the state’s 

public higher education landscape by training new generations of scientists, engaging in new 

interdisciplinary research, forging tighter ties with industry and entrepreneurs, and creating new 

educational opportunities for graduate and undergraduate students. 

About Bora Architects 

Bora is an award-winning architectural firm in Portland whose practice is driven by a deep commitment to 

involving their clients in the creative process.  Passion for new solutions, sustainability and positive social 

impact has driven their practice from the beginning, but fundamental to their work is a deep commitment 

to involving clients in the creative process. Creating innovative learning environments for scientific 

disciplines is one of their specialties, and projects include the Science & Engineering Quad at Stanford 

University, a four-building, multi-disciplinary complex for the School of Engineering. Bora also designed 

Harvey Mudd College’s LEED Gold-certified Shanahan Center for Teaching & Learning. Their work has 

been recognized for its emphasis on performance, beauty and craft. Bora was named 2016 Firm of the 

Year for the AIA Northwest and Pacific region.   

About Ennead Architects 

Ennead  is an internationally-acclaimed studio with offices in New York City and Shanghai. At the core of 

Ennead’s values lies a deep and fundamental commitment to create architecture that serves humanity. 

The firm’s portfolio is diverse, ranging from complex laboratory, research and teaching facilities to 

performing arts centers and museums, and from large-scale infrastructure projects and campus plans to 

hotels and residential buildings. Designed to express the progressive missions of their institutions and 

ensure their sustainable futures, these award-winning buildings are acclaimed for their formal and 

affective power, technical virtuosity, contributions to the cultural life of their communities and the 

enhancement of their physical contexts. Recipient of the prestigious AIA NY Medal of Honor, the 

Smithsonian Institution-Cooper Hewitt National Design Award and the National AIA Firm Award, the 

studio has a portfolio that is diverse in typology, scale and location. Ennead’s academic science facilities and 

research laboratories include:  Cockrell School of Engineering Education and Research Center at The University of 

Texas at Austin;  Purdue University Flex Lab Facility; Vassar College Bridge for Laboratory Sciences, Integrated 

Science Commons; New York Stem Cell Foundation Research Institute Laboratory; Weill Cornell Medicine Belfer 

Research Building; New York University Center for Comparative Functional Genomics and Systems Biology; 

University of Michigan Biomedical Science Research Building and Biological Science Building;  and The Ohio State 

University Peter L. and Clara M. Scott Laboratory, among others.  

Media Contacts:  

Keri Murawski, Director of Media and Public Relations, Ennead Architects  

kmurawski@ennead.com | 212.807.7171 | www.ennead.com 

Ashley Cartmel, Marketing and Communications Manager, Bora Architects 

cartmel@bora.co | 503.226.1575 | www.bora.co 

Michelle DiLello, Vice President, Design and Architecture, Blue Medium, Inc.  

michelle@bluemedium.com | 212.675.1800 

Tobin Klinger, Senior Director of Public Affairs, University of Oregon  

tklinger@uoregon.edu | 541.346.5558 

Media kit: https://uoregon.edu/downloadable-knight-campus-renderings 
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