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Costa Mesa Breaks Ground on Johnson Favaro-Designed 
Lions Park Project  

 
Redevelopment to Feature New 22,500 Square Foot Library 
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Costa Mesa, CA (August 15, 2017) – The City of Costa Mesa broke ground on its 
Lions Park project, designed by Culver City-based architecture firm, Johnson Favaro, 
on July 28, 2017. The centerpiece of the redevelopment will be a new, two-story, 
22,500-square foot library. The project also includes the renovation and repurposing 
of the existing, old library and the redevelopment of approximately 2.8 acres of park 
land.  
 
The Donald Dungan Library will contain two community meeting rooms, a 
makerspace for children and young adults, a 3,500-square foot children's library, 
and a dramatic, high-ceilinged and light filled second-floor adult reading room and 
collections area with magnificent views of the newly redeveloped park. The 
architecture of the new library mixes a mid-20th century modernist sensibility that 



 

was in vogue when cities like Costa Mesa came of age with features that recall early 
California architecture, such as the original adobe structures and the Junipero Serra 
missions, to create an entirely new architecture that is at once surprising and rooted 
in its place. 
 
“We are thrilled to be working with the City of Costa Mesa to transform Lions Park 
into a much-deserved vibrant hub for culture and community,” said principal 
architect, Steve Johnson. 
 
The old library, situated at the other end of the redeveloped portion of the park, will 
be renovated and repurposed as a new community center that includes a state-of-
the-art events venue accommodating 300 people.  It will replace the existing 
community center building, which will be demolished to make way for an acre of 
reclaimed park open space. The redevelopment will include a large unobstructed 
lawn for outdoor community events, new recreation areas, gardens, as well as a new 
park concessions kiosk.  

### 
 
About Johnson Favaro 
 
Steve Johnson and Jim Favaro founded the architecture practice Johnson Favaro in 
1988 in Culver City, CA with a commitment to the public realm where they believe 
excellent architecture has the greatest impact and is most appropriately 
experienced. For over thirty years Johnson Favaro has focused their work on 
schools, libraries, civic, cultural and community institutions, both private and public. 
The firm is founded on the principle that high quality and inspiring architecture, in 
support of the social infrastructure of which these institutions are a part, is crucial in 
the advancement of our democracy and civil society. Current work includes the new 
City of Riverside Main Library, the Museum of Redlands (MOR), the new 
administrative headquarters for UCLA University Extension, a new early education 
and elementary school in West Hollywood, CA and an allied health sciences building 
for Southwestern College in National City, CA. 
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